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"HOMEWARD  BOUND" 

March.   L950, 
Dear   Friends, 

yO    the    Elders,    Lady    Missionaries,    officers    anil    teachers    and    Saints    in    this 
beautiful  land  of  South  Africa,   we  say   unto    you;   may   the   peace   of  Jesus 
Christ,  which  passclh   human  understanding  enter  into   your  souls  and  abide  with 
you  always. 

During  the  last  two  years  it  has  been  our  great  privilege  and  honour  to  be 
numbered  among  you.  as  some  of  those  appointed  of  the  Lord  to  assist  in  the 
furtherance  of  his  glorious  cause,  and  what  a  blessing  this  has  been  to  our  family. 

We  again  would  like  to  give  you  our  testimony;  that  God  lives  and  that  He 
loves  those  who  keep  his  commandments  and  walk  in  his  ways;  that  Christ,  His 
Only  Begotten,  came  to  earth  and  lived  his  mission  through,  and  that  He  was 
crucified,  the  Lamb  of  God  sacrificed  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  After  three 
days  he  came  forth  from  the  tomb,  a  resurrected  being,  thereby  making  Atone- 
ment which  brings  the  blessings  of  a  resurrection  to  all  God's  children.  Joseph 
Smith  was  a  Prophet  of  God,  raised  up  to  usher  in  the  Last  Dispensation  of  the 
Fullness  of  Times,  and  he  brought  about  the  restoration  of  the  fullness  of  the 
everlasting  gospel  and  the  Holy  Priesthood  of  God,  lost  to  the  earth  through 
the  wickedness  of  men. 

We  bear  witness  thflt  this  is  the  one  true  Church  of  Christ;  that  except  through 
it  and  the  following  of  the  teachings  and  commandments  it  proclaims,  men  may 
not  reach  the  highest  exaltation  in  the  eternities  to  come. 

We  bear  witness  unto  you  that  in  the  darkest  hours  of  the  days  of  dread, 
trouble,  and  woe,  the  Lord  is  near  to  us;  that  he  mourns  over  the  iniquities  and 
sorrows  of  His  children;  that  He  would  lead  us  into  the  Paths  of  Peace  if  we  would 
but  follow  Him.  He  holds  in  His  loving  hands,  nurtured  by  His  boundless  mercy, 
everyone  who  lives  righteously,  and  who  seeks  His  protection.  He  listens  and 
hearkens  to  those  who,  having  pure  hearts  and  contrite  spirits,  come  to  Him  with 
prayers  of  unshaking  faith.  Today  He  stands  ready  as  ever  to  gather  us  in. 
"even  as  a  hen  gather eth  her  chickens  tinder  her  wings,"  would  we  but  yield  our 
lives  in  righteous  service  to  Him. 

It  is  very  hard  to  leave  you  and  the  missionary  work.  We  just  want  to  con- 
tinue in  your  love,  kind  thoughts  and  prayers.  You  will  linger  in  our  lives  as 
loved  friends.  We  cannot  forget  you.  You  have  all  been  sweet,  good,  and  kind 
to  us,  for  which  we  gratefully  thank  you.  If  we  have  hurt  anyone  in  any  way, 
please  forgive  us,  for  our  attempts  have  been  to  fill  our  appointed  callings  and  to 
bless  you. 

We  are  thankful  that  we  can  say  that  we  love  every  one  of  you,  and  if  our 
labours  in  South  Africa  have  done  no  other  thing  than  to  bring  us  in  touch  with 
you,  we  have  been  abundantly  paid  for  our  small  efforts. 

We  recommend  President  and  Sister  Wright  to  you  as  God's  servants  whom 
He  has  sent  empowered  to  build  up  His  Church  and  Kingdom  in  this  land,  and 
to  bless  those  that  will  listen  and  hearken  to  their  counsel  and  advice.  Their 
guidance  will  lead  you  to  places  of  safety. 

Our  stay  with  you  has  been  a  most  pleasant  and  enjoyable  one  for  us. 
We  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  beautiful  gifts  which  we  shall  treasure  and  enjoy, 
showing  them  to  our  loved  ones  and  friends  back  home.  We  received  all  the 
departing  messages  from  you  Saints  and  missionaries.  Although  there  are  a  few 
missionaries  in  the  field  now  that  we  are  not  as  well  acquainted  with  as  others, 
we  appreciate  their  contribution  toward  the  lovely  gift  from-  all  the  missionaries. 
Saints  and  missionaries,  you  are  most  generous. 

Our  hearts  and  prayers  shall  ever  be  for  your  welfare,  and  May  God  bless  you 

today  and  always. 

THE  YARNS. 
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AROUND    THE    WORLD 


TOKYO  KLDERS  recently 
sponsored  a  Fashion  Show  and 
variety  programme  extravaganza 
before  a  capacity  crowd  of  3.300 
enthusiastic  American  and 
Japanese  onlookers  in  Tokyo's 
historic   Hibiya  Hall. 

Heralded  as  the  finest  show  of 
its  kind  in  the  history  of  Tokyo, 
it  proved  to  be  the  greatest 
single  proselyting  activity  under- 
taken thus  far  in  the  Mission, 
and  added  £675  to  the  building 
of  a  new  Chapel. 

American  women,  now  in 
Japan  with  the  military  occupa- 
tion, donated  their  services,  as 
models,  and  Tokyo's  leading  style 
stores  donated  sixty  of  the  latest 
creations  in  ladies'  furs  and 
fashions. 

The  Governor  of  Tokyo  pur- 
chased tickets  to  the  show  and 
was  presented  with  a  copy  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon  at  the  time 
the   tickets   were   delivered. 

Three  thousand  tracts  in  the 
form  of  a  forty-page  booklet  pro- 
gramme were  distributed  to  those 
in  attendance.  The  booklet  con- 
tained illustrated  explanations, 
in  English  and  Japanese,  of  the 
origin  and  history  of  the 
Church,  as  well  as  an  explana- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  auxiliary 
organisations.  As  a  direct  result 
of  the  fashion  show,  many 
people  are  now  studying  the 
gospel,  and  countless  thousands 
of  others  are  aware  of  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in 
Japan. 

BECAUSE  OF  unsettled  condi- 
tions in  Hong  Kong,  headquar- 
ters of  the  Chinese  Mission  have 
been  transferred  from  Kowlon, 
Hong  Kong,  to  Honolulu,  Hawai- 
ian Islands,  the  First  Presidency 
announced  on  January  20.  Leav- 
ing for  the  Islands  where  mis- 
sionary work  will  be  carried  on 
amongst  Chinese  residents  are 
President  and  Sister  Hilton  A. 
Robertson  of  Provo,  Utah,  and 
the  Elders  who  have  been  labour- 
ing with  them. 

THE      PALESTINE  -  SYRIAN 

Mission  has  been  forced  to  close 
due  to  political  conditions  in  and 
around  the  Near  East.  President 
Badwagan  Piranian  and  his 
family,   who   have  been  serving 


since  1947  when  the  mission  was 
re-opened,  have  been  transferred 
to  labour  with  the  Armenian- 
speaking  people  in  Northern 
California. 

The  seventeen  other  mission- 
aries who  have  been  serving  with 
President  Piranian  have  been 
transferred  to  various  European 
Missions. 

The  mission  previously  was 
known  as  the  Near-East 
Mission,  and  at  one  time  had 
been  known  as  the  Turkish  Mis- 
sion. The  mission  had  been 
closed  down  except  for  work  by 
local  missionaries,  during  World 
War  II,  and  was  re-opened  in 
1947   by   President  Piranian. 

The  First  Presidency  directed 
President  Piranian  to  effect  such 
organisations  as  he  might  con- 
sider best  for  continuation  of 
Church  activities  after  his  de- 
parture. 

The  mission  has  approximately 
seventy  members. 

GENEALOGICAL  workers  were 
highly  complimented  recently  by 
a  world-renowned  micro-filmist 
who  visited  the  Church  library. 
Dr.  Walter  Schuermeyer,  Ger- 
many's foremost  documentarian, 
has  been  on  a  five-week  tour 
throughout  the  United  States 
studying  methods  and  proce- 
dures in  all  of  the  larger  lib- 
raries and  corporations  for  his 
work  with  the  Marshall  Plan. 
His  company  has  a  contract  with 
the  Church  for  the  microfilming 
of  German  vital  statistics, 
Church  records,  and  registers  of 
nobility,  principally  from  the 
Baltic  States,  which  will  even- 
tually be  exchanged  back  to  the 
Russians  for  their  records  con- 
cerning Western  Germany. 

Prior  to  1937  and  the  complete 
rise  of  Nazism,  Doctor  Schuer- 
meyer was  director  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Frankfort-on-Main 
Library.  Because  of  his  Jewish 
wife,  he  was  ousted  from  his 
position,  at  which  time  he 
formed  his  company  for  scien- 
tific documentation.  During 
part  of  the  war  he  hid  his  wife 
in  a  chicken  coop  to  keep  the 
Nazis  from  finding  her  and  send- 
ing her  to  Siberia  as  they  did 
other  members  of  her  family. 
(Continued   on   Page   481 
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TO 


THE 


YARNS, 


PRES.  E.  P.  WRIGHT 


SISTER  JEAN  WRIGHT 


FAREWELL! 


President  and  Sister  E.  R.  Yarn  were 
honourably  released  from  their  South 
African  missionary  service  on  February 
23rd.  On  that  day  they  sailed  aboard  the 
"  Carnarvon  Castle,"  en  route  to  their  home 
in  the  United  States.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  their  children,  Joyce  and 
Richard,  and  by  Brother  and  Sister  J.  M. 
Escojido  and  family,  who  are  emigrating 
to  the  United  States  to  make  their  home. 

A  large  crowd  of  missionaries,  members 
and  friends  gathered  at  the  Cape  Town 
docks  to  bid  farewell  to  the  Yarn  family. 
Tears  were  in  evidence,  and  hearts  were 
heavy,  for  all  of  us  have  come  to  love  and 
respect  these  grand  people.  Partings  of 
such  a  nature  are  difficult,  since  for  most 
who  waved  goodbye,  there  was  little  hope 
of  further  personal  association  in  this  life, 
but  all  rejoice  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
which  binds  us  together,  and  which  made 
it  possible  for  us  to  have  our  lives  enriched 
by  association  with  the  Yarns. 

The  Yarns  are  the  first  South  African 
missionaries,  to  have  come  to  us  from  the 
"  deep  South  "  of  the  U.S.A.  All  four  mem- 
bers Of  the  family  were  born  in  the  State 


of  Georgia,  although  Sister  Yarn  spent 
most  of  her  youth  in  Canada.  Their  home 
in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  is  in  the  Southern 
States  Mission,  where  they  were  particu- 
larly active  in  branch,  district  and  mission 
affairs  before  answering  the  missionary 
call  to  South  Africa. 

We  were  in  New  York  City  when  we 
were  first  asked  to  come  to  South  Africa 
to  preside  over  the  Mission.  Our  dear 
friend,  Ed  Yarn,  was  also  in  that  city  on 
business  at  the  time,  and  we  met  him  on 
the  day  following  receipt  of  our  call.  We 
had  been  associated  with  the  Yarns  in 
church  work  in  Atlanta  during  1941-42  and 
had  become  firm  friends,  meeting  person- 
ally thereafter  as  frequently  as  geography 
and  circumstances  would  permit.  We  told 
President  Yarn  about  our  call  to  return  to 
the  South  African  Mission,  and  he  gave 
every  encouragement.  Upon  returning  to 
Salt  Lake  City,  we  asked  the  First  Presi- 
dency if  it  would  be  possible  to  have  a  man 
called  from  the  United  States  to  serve  in 
South  Africa  as  a  counselor  in  the  Mission 
Presidency,  and  as  a  result.  Brother  and 
Sister  Yarn  were  called  to  fulfil  missions 
in  this  land. 
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Upon  his  arrival  in  May,  1949,  Elder  Yarn 
was  set  apart  as  1st  Counselor  in  the  Mis- 
sion Presidency.  In  that  capacity  he  has 
been  a  tower  of  strength.  He  has  always 
worked  long  and  hard,  and  has  been  kind, 
loyal  and  most  considerate  of  the  Mission 
President,  the  missionaries  and  everyone 
he  has  met.  He  toured  the  Mission  twice 
and  visited  most  branches  and  districts  on 
other  occasions. 

President  Yarn  is  truly  one  of  God's 
noblemen.  His  greatest  joy  has  been  in 
visiting  the  homes  of  people  to  bless  them 
and  to  teach  them  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel.  He  is  a  spiritual  giant,  and  an 
outstanding  exemplar  of  the  command- 
ment, "Love  Thy  Neighbour  As  Thyself." 
President  Yarn  has  been  in  charge  of 
Priesthood  work  in  the  Mission  ,and  an 
able  counselor  in  directing  the  work  of  the 
missionaries. 

Sister  Margaret  Clay  Yarn  faithfully 
supported  and  encouraged  her  husband  in 
all  of  his  activities  in  the  Mission.  She 
was  active  in  Auxiliary  work  and  did  con- 
siderable visiting  among  members  and  in- 
vestigators. In  the  various  places  where 
the  Yarns  have  laboured.  Sister  Yarn  en- 
deared herself  to  the  Elders  by  extending 
love  and  comfort  to  them.  She  shared 
with  Sister  Wright  the  affectionate  title  of 
"  Mom  "  among  all  of  the  missionaries.  One 


of  the  important  contributions  of  these 
people  in  South  Africa  was  to  live  an 
exemplary  Latter-day  Saint  family  life  in 
the  various  branches  where  they  laboured. 
In  so  doing  Sister  Yarn  was  largely  respon- 
sible for  the  good-will  created  and  the 
example  set. 

President  and  Sister  Yarn  laboured  in 
Cape  Town,  the  Transvaal,  and  Durban, 
during  their  two  years  in  South  Africa.. 
In  Cape  Town  they  lived  at  "  Cumorah," 
Mission  Headquarters,  and  in  Johannes- 
burg at  "  Raman,"  Transvaal  Headquarters, 
where  they  directed  missionary  activities 
in  that  District,  the  largest  in  the  Mission. 
In  Durban,  their  work  consisted  more  par- 
ticularly of  basic  missionary  activity. 

We  wish  to  express  publicly  our  thanks 
and  gratitude  to  the  Yarn  family  for  their 
unselfish  labours,  their  loyalty,  and  their 
devotion  to  duty  in  South  Africa.  Their 
lives  have  truly  been  dedicated  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Master.  They  have  enriched 
and  blessed  the  lives  of  all  who  have  met 
them.  The  poet  has  truly  said,  "A  person 
cannot  spread  the  perfume  of  happiness 
among  others  without  spilling  a  few  drops 
on  himself."  The  Yarns  have  enjoyed  their 
labours,  and  will  certainly  continue  to  re- 
ceive the  blessings  of  the  Lord  for  their 
diligence  in  His  service  among  the  people 
of  South  Africa.  — E.  P.  Wright. 


THE  FEMALE  RELIEF  SOCIETY  OF  NAUVOO 

What  Is  It? 


(First  published  in  the  "  Millennial  Star," 
October,  1842) 

It  is  an  institution  form'd  to  bless 
The  poor,  the  widow,  and  the  fatherless; 
To  clothe  the  naked,  and  the  hungry  feed. 
And  in  the  holy  paths  of  virtue  lead. 

To  seek  out  sorrow,  grief  and  mute  despair. 
And  light  the  lamp  of  hope  eternal  there; 
To  try  the  strength  of  consolation's  art. 
By    breathing    comfort    to    the    mourning 
heart. 

To  chase  the  clouds  that  shade  the  aspect 

where 
Distress  presides,   and  wake  up  pleasures 

there; 
With  open  heart  extend  the  friendly  hand. 
To  hail  the  stranger  from  a  distant  land. 
To  stamp  a  vetoing  impress  on  each  move 


That  virtue's  present  dictates  disapprove; 
"To  put  the  tattler's  coinage  scandal  down. 
And    make    corruption    feel    its    with'ring 
frown. 

To  give  instruction  where  instruction's 
voice 

Will  guard  the  feet  and  make  the  heart 
rejoice; 

To  turn  the  wayward  from  their  reckless- 
ness, 

And  lead  them  in  the  ways  of  happiness. 

It  is  an  order  fitted  and  designed 
To  meet  the  wants  of  body  and  of  mind; 
To  seek  the  wretched  in  their  lone  abode. 
Supply  their  wants,  and  raise  their  hearts 
to  God. 

— Eliza  R.  Snow. 
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Xesponsibility 

By  Elder  H.  DAVID  NELSON 


1  ^     V    f 


Priesthood  holders,  how  interesting  is 
your  weekly  Priesthood  class?  Do  you 
enjoy  being  there  and  mingling  with  the 
men  who  have  the  authority  to  act  in  God's 
name? 

Let  us  find  if  we  know  what  is  expected 
at  these  meetings  we  attend.  From  the 
book,  "  Gospel  Doctrine,"  by  Joseph  F. 
Smith,  we  find  this  valuable  advice  given 
to  us. 

"  We  expect  to  see  the  day,  when  every 
council  of  the  priesthood  in  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  will  un- 
derstand its  duty,  will  assume  its  own  re- 
sponsibility, will  magnify  its  calling,  and 
will  fill  its  place  in  the  Church  to  the  utter- 
most according  to  the  intelligence  and 
ability  possessed  by  it.  When  that  day 
shall  come,  there  will  not  be  so  mucl^ 
necessity  for  work  that  is  now  being  done 
by  the  auxiliary  organisations,  because  it 
will  be  done  by  the  regular  classes  and 
quorums  of  the  priesthood.  The  Lord  de- 
signed it  and  comprehended  it  from  the 
beginning,  and  He  has  made  provision  in 
the  Church  whereby  every  need  may  be 
met  and  satisfied  through  the  regular 
organisations  of  the  priesthood.  It  has 
truly  been  said  that  the  Church  is  per- 
fectly organised.  The  only  trouble  is  that 
these  organisations  are  not  fully  alive  to 
the  obligations  that  rest  upon  them.  When 
they  become  thoroughly  awakened  to  the 
requirements  made  of  them,  they  will  ful- 
fill their  duties  more  faithfully  and  the 
work  of  the  Lord  will  be  all  the  stronger 
and  more  powerful  and  influential  in  the 
world." 


Yes,  as  Brother  Smith  stated,  "  We  are 
not  fully  alive  to  the  obligations  and  re- 
quirements of  the  priesthood."  The  ques- 
tion now  comes  to  our  mind,  "  What  are 
the  purposes  and  objectives  of  our  class?  " 
There  are  purposes  and  objectives,  because 
it,  the  Priesthood,  is  the  work  of  our 
Master. 

Priesthood  work  should  help  every  indi- 
vidual member  and  his  family  to  attain  a 
condition  of  thorough  well-being  in  body, 
mind  and  spirit.  Every  need  of  man  should 
be  the  concern  of  the  class  to  which  he 
belongs.  This  group  should  help  the 
Church  itself  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
divine  duties  imposed  upon  it,  by  training 
and  developing  members  to  understand 
and  perform  the  work  in  which  the  Church 
is  engaged. 

This  means  that  all  the  activities  of  the 
priesthood  class  must  keep  in  mind  the 
threefold  duty  resting  upon  the  Church. 
These  are  to  keep  the  members  of  the 
Church  in  the  way  of  their  duty:  to  teach 
the  Gospel  to  those  who  have  not  yet 
heard  it  or  accepted  it;  and  to  provide  for 
the  dead,  through  the  ordinances  of  the 
temple,  the  means  by  which  the  dead,  if 
obedient,  may  participate  in  the  blessings 
that  are  enjoyed  by  those  who  have 
merited  citizenship  in  the  Kingdom  of 
God. 
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CTTi       UndziiiandLna     Ssaini  . . .  . 

A  Short  Story  by  Josephine  Jot/  (From     the  Improvement  Era) 


Anger  rose  in  the  young  woman  as  her 
eyes  fell  upon  the  youngster  who  was  hand- 
ling the  toys  in  the  tiny  toy  shop. 

Surely  here  was  a  child  old  enough"  to 
read  the  many  signs  around  the  store  that 
said:   "Please  Do  Not  Handle  The  Toys." 

Yes,  anger  and  many  other  negative 
emotions  seemed  to  have  been  working 
havoc  with  her  of  late.  Perhaps  it  was  her 
health,  or  was  it  just  a  vicious  habit  that 
was  gaining  a  hold  on  her?  It  was  becom- 
ing easier  for  her  to  flare  up  in  a  temper 
over  little  things. 

Old  kindly  Dad  Jones,  the  shopkeeper, 
must  be  getting  soft.  Time  after  time  she 
had  seen  him  give  toys  to  the  children  to 
examine  and  handle.  He  said  it  made  him 
happy  to  see  their  smiling  faces  as  they 
played  with  the  toys. 

But  here  was  a  child,  at  least  ten  years 
old;  she  could  read  the  many  signs.  The 
wigs  on  the  dolls  were  often  ruined  be- 
cause the  little  girls,  like  this  one,  fondled 
them. 

She  strode  quickly  over  to  the  little  girl 
and  yanked  the  doll  from  the  child's  arms. 


"  Can't  you  read?  "  she  asked,  with  such 
feeling  and  emotion  in  her  voice  that  the 
child  uttered  a  little  cry. 

Dad  Jones,  together  with  the  child's 
mother,  hurried  to  the  front  of  the  store 
in  time  to  hear  the  youngster  say,  "  I'm 
sorry.     Did  I  do  something  wrong?  " 

"  Don't  you  see  all  the  signs  asking  you 
not  to  handle  the  toys?  " 

"  I'm  really  very  sorry.  I  won't  touch 
them  any  more.  I  wouldn't  have  handled 
them  if  I  had  seen  the  signs.  You  see — 
I'm  blind." 

Quietly  the  young  saleswoman  laid  down 
the  doll,  turned,  and  went  into  the  rear 
room.  It  was  quite  a  few  moments  before 
she  was  able  to  hold  back  the  tears  and 
continue  her  work. 

The  little  girl  left  the  store  with  the  big 
doll.  Dad  Jones  had  given  it  to  her.  And 
the  child  returned,  as  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  many  times  to  visit  the  nice  lady 
and  Mr.  Jones. 

Anger  was  no  longer  welcome  in  a  cer- 
tain young  woman's  life.  Anger  had  left 
off  where  understanding  began. 


(Continued  from  Page  38) 

Through  careful  study,  priesthood  mem- 
bers become  better  acquainted  with  the 
doctrines  of  the  gospel  and  their  applica- 
tions to  life,  thus  enabling  them  to  regu- 
larly render  service  to  the  Church.  This 
service  means  to  care  for  the  personal 
welfare  of  every  member,  temporally,  in- 
tellectually and  spiritually,  and  to  engage 
in  varied  activities,  such  as  socials,  outings, 
athletics,  etc.,  through  which  members 
may  be  provided  means  to  meet  adequately 
their  social  needs  individually  as  a  family, 
and  to  extend  a  feeling  of  fellowship,  faith 
and  love  that  shall  meet  the  needs  of  mem- 
bership. 


The  next  thing  for  us  to  do  is  to  put  the 
above  to  work.  We  have  the  key  to  suc- 
cess. Let  us  open  the  door  and  enter  into 
a  class  of  greater  wealth,  by  making  this 
class  worth  attending.  Then  when  we 
leave  our  respective  meetings  we  will 
know  that  we  have  done  what  is  expected 
of  us  by  our  Lord  and  Master,  Jesus  Christ. 
And  in  conclusion :  "  No  power  or  influ- 
ence can  or  ought  to  be  maintained  by 
virtue  of  the  priesthood,  only  by  persua- 
sion, by  long-suffering,  by  gentleness  and 
meekness,  and  by  love  unfeigned;  by  kind- 
ness and  pure  knowledge,  which  shall 
greatly  enlarge  the  soul  without  hypocrisy, 
and  without  guile  .  .  ."  (D.  &  C.  121  :  41- 
42). 
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It  has  been  said  that  a  word  is  like  a  seed, 
for  when  a  word  is  spoken  it  becomes  the 
nucleus  of  a  chain  of  thought.  The 
thoughts,  in  turn,  grow  actively  and  de- 
velop into  a  tree  of  many  branches. 

One  hundred  years  ago,  in  Nauvoo, 
Illinois,  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  spoke 
to  the  women  of  the  Church  in  words  that 
glow  with  a  greater  light  each  returning 
year.  The  women  answered  the  Prophet's 
call  with  willing  words  that  very  soon 
grew  into  service  that  has  increased  and 
broadened  in  scope  until  to-day  there  are 
thousands  of  women,  in  many  nations,  who 
are  grateful  for  the  long  remembered 
words — the  words  that  were  spoken  at  the 
organisation  of  the  Relief  Society,  March 
17,  1842. 

There  is  nowhere  a  Latter-day  Saint 
woman  who  is  not  interested  in  recalling 
once  more  the  events  of  that  March  day 
over  a  hundred  years  ago  when  the  pioneer 
women  of  the  Church  were  organised  into 
the  "  Female  Relief  Society  of  Nauvoo." 

1842  in  Nauvoo,  Illinois!  Hundreds  of 
missionaries  had  been  sent  out  "  into  the 
field"  to  carry  the  Gospel  message;  the 
baptismal  font  in  the  temple  had  been  com- 
pleted; the  streets  of  Nauvoo  were  length- 
ening out  into  the  prairie. 

In  the  Nauvoo  Lodge  Room  over  the 
brick  store  which  stood  on  the  Joseph 
Smith  homestead,  the  "  sisters "  went  to 
hear  the  words  of  the  Prophet. 

If  we  could  roll  back  the  curtain  of  the 
years,  we  could  see  Emma  Smith,  the  wife 
of  the  Prophet,  tall  and  queenly  with  dark 
hair  and  large  dark  eyes.  A  woman  of  in- 
vincible strength  and  thoughtful  kindness, 
the  Prophet's  wife  was  a  leader  among  the 
women. 

If  we  could  see  the  sisters  as  they  were 
that  day.  we  could  see  Bathsheba  Smith, 
only  nineteen,  and  the  youngest  woman 
present.  She  was  the  wife  of  the  Prophet's 
cousin,  George  Albert  Smith,  and  had 
been  married  less  than  a  year.  Her  dark 
eyes,  and  white  oval  face,  were  very 
beautiful. 


And  there  was  Eliza  R.  Snow,  sister  of 
Lorenzo  Snow.  She  was  a  gifted  and 
lovely  woman  with  thoughtful  eyes  and  a 
sweet,  firm  mouth.  Her  gift  of  poetry  was 
a  blessing  to  the  Saints,  and  there  were 
very  few  tragedies  there  in  Nauvoo  that 
were  not  made  less  bitter  by  the  comfort- 
ing words  of  her  pen. 


'  /  now  declare  this  society  organised  .   .   ." 
(Joseph  Smith) 

In  this  room  in  Nauvoo.  where  there  was 
expectancy  and  eager  quietness,  sat  Sarah 
M.  Cleveland.  She  was  a  true  friend  to 
the  Prophet  and  his  family.  In  that  tragic 
time  when  Emma,  with  hundreds  of  others, 
had  been  driven  from  their  homes  in  Mis- 
souri, at  a  time  when  the  Prophet  had  for 
many  months  been  a  prisoner  in  a  dark 
and  desolate  jail,  it  was  Sarah  Cleveland, 
in  Quincy,  who  opened  her  home  to  Emma 
and  the  children. 

(Continued  on  Page  43) 
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ATHLETIC  ACTIVITIES   OF 
MISSIONARIES 

During  the  month  of  February,  mission- 
aries of  the  South  African  Mission  found 
time  to  take  part  in  several  sports  activi- 
ties which  play  an  important  part  in  their 
missionary  labours  in  this  land.  It  is  on 
these  occasions  that  the  Elders  are  given 
the  opportunity  to  teach  by  example,  and 
to  show  the  results  of  the  clean  lives  that 
they  live.  The  training  that  they  received 
in  their  youth,  as  members  of  organised 
athletic  groups,  is  now  being  used  to  good 
advantage  in  their  proselyting  work  in  this 
mission. 

This  season  has  been  marked  with  suc- 
cesses for  Cumorah's  Baseball  team,  and 
the  few  games  that  they  have  lost  have 
been  close  ones.  Their  toughest  opponent 
has  been  Sea  Point  Crusaders,  who  de- 
feated Cumorah  twice  in  league  games. 
As  a  result  of  their  two  close  games,  these 
teams  were  chosen  by  the  Western 
Province  Baseball  Association  to  play  the 
opening  game  of  the  match  between  West- 
ern Province  and  the  Transvaal  on  Satur- 
day, February  3rd.  Cumorah  held  a  slim 
lead  during  the  first  Few  innings,  which 
was  hampered  only  by  a  home  run  batted 
out  by  Sea  Point's  pitcher.  It  was  still 
anyone's  game  until  the  seventh  inning, 
when  the  missionaries  hit  their  stride,  and 
batted  the  ball  out  of  the  park  twice,  to 
score  six  runs.  Elder  Robert  Jex.  captain 
of  the  missionary  team,  connected  for  the 
first  home-run  of  the  inning,  but  the  ex- 
citement didn't  end  there.  Three  solid 
hits  from  the  next  three  batters  filled  the 
bases,  and  with  the  spectators  behind  him 
and  his  team-mates.  Elder  Glen  Benson 
knocked  Cumorah's  second  "  homer "  to 
bring  in  all  four  runs. 

The  game  was  given  to  the  missionaries 
in  the  eighth  inning,  and  the  final  score  of 
this  "  crowd-appealer  "  was  9 — 2. 


Basketball  received  a  boost  in  the  Trans- 
vaal last  month,  as  did  the  Johannesburg 
Chapel  Building  Fund,  when  the  mission- 
aries of  that  District  staged  two  exhibition 
games    in    the    Johannesburg    City    Hall. 


Members  and  missionaries  teamed  up  for 
the  "  all-out "  ticket-selling  campaign, 
which  was  very  successful,  and  proved  to 
be  a  good  method  of  advertising. 

On  the  game  night,  February  3rd,  Tex 
Smith  very  capably  handled  the  job  of 
announcing  the  activities  of  the  evening 
to  the  large  crowd  which  watched  the 
games.  In  the  first  fixture,  the  missionary 
team  took  an  easy  victory  from  Pretoria 
Technical  College.  Elder  Squire  and  Elder 
Tobler  captained  the  two  missionary  teams 
that  competed  for  honours  in  the  second 
match,  and  Elder  Squire's  crew  came  out 
on  top  of  the  66 — 62  score. 

Refreshments  were  sold  at  the  game,  and 
a  total  of  over  £100  was  turned  over  to 
the  Building  Fund  Committee  from  the 
evening's  performance. 

The  invitation  from  the  Ferroviario  Club 
for  a  return  basketball  match  was  accepted 
by  the  missionaries  when  eight  Elders, 
accompanied  by  President  E.  R.  Yarn  and 
President  Evan  P.  Wright,  journeyed  to 
Lourenco  Marques,  in  Portuguese  East 
Africa,  for  a  basketball  tournament. 

The  group  left  Johannesburg  on  the  6th 
of  February  and  travelled  by  train  to  L.M. 
They  played  three  games  in  the  tourna- 
ment and  won  the  trophy  easily  by  virtue 
of  three  straight  wins.  Their  fourth  game, 
which  was  an  exhibition  game  against  an 
All-Star  Portuguese  team,  ended  a  tie  in 
regulation  time.  In  the  over-time  period 
the  missionaries  failed  to  equal  their  rivals 
and  lost  this  game  by  a  score  of  44 — 37. 

A  Free-Throw  competition  was  held  on 
the  last  night,  and  each  club  entered  a 
five-man  team  for  the  event.  The  mission- 
ary entry,  composed  of  Elders  Bigler. 
Squire.  Hogan,  Hall  and  Trimble,  won  the 
trophy  in  this  event,  and  each  of  them  re- 
ceived a  medal  for  their  shooting  prowess. 

Other  activities  during  the  short  trip 
consisted  of  sightseeing,  a  boxing  match 
and  a  farewell  banquet. 

The  Ferroviario  Club,  which  played  host 
to  the  missionary  team,  is  planning  a  40- 
day  basketball  trip  in  Africa  and  Europe. 
Their  itinerary  includes  games  in  Rhode- 
sia, Belgian  Congo.  Cairo.  Portugal,  Spain 
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and  France.  This  is  the  height  of  their 
basketball  season,  and  we  wish  them  suc- 
cess in  their  forthcoming  competitions. 


A  TRIBUTE  FOR  SERVICE 

The  members  and  missionaries  of  the 
South  African  Mission  would  like  to  pay 
tribute  to  Brother  and  Sister  Escojido,  who 
sailed  from  Cape  Town  on  the  "  Carnarvon 
Castle "  on  February  23rd  to  make  their 
home  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

Brother  and  Sister  Escojido  are  both 
converts  to  the  faith,  having  been  baptized 
twelve  years  ago  in  the  Transvaal  District, 
where  they  have  spent  their  lives  so  far. 
They  took  three  of  their  children  with 
them:  Roma,  Estheritta  and  Ralph.  Their 
daughter  Roma  has  been  without  her  sight 
since  a  small  baby,  and  it  is  the  fervent 
hope  of  her  parents,  as  well  as  all  of  the 
Saints  here,  that  she  may  be  able  to  have 
it  restored  in  the  near  future. 

The  Escojidos  have  made  their  home  in 
Johannesburg  for  the  past  few  years  and 
have  been  real  pillars  in  the  Church  there. 
The  many  kindnesses  that  they  have  freely 
extended  to  the  Elders  and  members  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  say  farewell  to 
the  Escojidos,  but  wish  them  success  and. 
joy  in  their  future,  knowing  that  God  will 
be  with  them,  "  till  we  meet  again. 


RHODESIAN  LABOURS  BEAR  FRUIT 

Since  September  1,  1950,  the  Elders  have 
been  working  diligently  in  Salisbury, 
Southern  Rhodesia.  Their  efforts  were  re- 
warded recently,  when  Hugh  H.  Hodgkiss 
was  baptised  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  by  Elder 
George  L.  Albright. 

Sister  Mary  Maxwell  has  written  this 
very  descriptive  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  eventful  day  as  follows: 

"  It  was  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  first  of  February.  1951,  that  a  small 
group  of  people  gathered  beside  a  lonely 
but  lovely  pool  in  the  heart  of  Africa.  They 
had  made  an  hour's  journey  by  car  through 
the  wakening  Rhodesian  veld,  passing 
fields  of  glistening  maize,  clusters  of  native 
huts  nestling  in  tall  grass,  and  blue  kopjes, 
on  the  winding  road  to  their  destination. 
Mermaids  Pool. 

It  was  a  fitting  place  for  so  memorable 
an.  occasion.    A  new  member  was  entering 


the   fold   of  the  Church,   the   first   fruit  of 
the  far-flung  mission  field. 

"  Behold  ye  shall  go  down  and  stand 

in  the  water,  and  in  my  name  shall  ye 

baptize  them."    (3  Nephi  11  :  23.) 

The   hearts  of  the   handful  of  members 

were  also  joyful.    They  saw  the  beginning 

of  the  fulfilment  of  their  dreams — a  chapel 

to  worship  the  Lord,  an  organ  to  sing  his 

praises,  a  community  of  fellow-members  to 

gather  together  in  humble  prayer. 

As  the  ceremony  progressed,  disturbed 
only  by  the  murmur  of  running  water  or 
the  cry  of  a  bird,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
was  everywhere.  Then  the  Gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  was  given  to  the  young  man 
by  the  laying  on  of  hands,  and  earthly 
words  fail  to  define  such  a  gift. 

Long  after  these  people  had  gone,  this 
spot  remained  a  silent  witness  of  perhaps 
the  most  important  event  that  had  oc- 
curred during  its  thousands  of  years  of 
existence.  In  its  time  the  pool  had 
quenched  the  thirst  of  the  lion,  cooled  the 
back  of  the  elephant,  bathed  the  wounds 
of  the  black  warrior,  and  now  it  has  been 
the  baptismal  font  for  God's  children  en- 
tering the  Church  of  Christ. 

, -^_ 

OLD  FOLKS'  PARTY 

"  There  was  a  sound  of  revelry  by  night," 
and,  had  anyone  chanced  to  peep  into  the 
recreation  hall  at  "  Cumorah,"  he  might 
have  been  surprised  to  hear  that  it  was 
an  Old  Folks'  Party  that  was  being  given 
on  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  February. 
The  Relief  Society  was  M  at  home ''  to  the 
older  members  of  the  Mowbray  Branch, 
and  this  was  one  of  the  events  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  year's  activities. 

A  tasty  dinner  was  attractively  served 
to  those  present,  after  President  Wilson 
had  asked  a  blessing  on  the  meal. 

Prizes  were  awarded  to  the  oldest  male 
guests,  and  the  oldest  ladies  there;  to  the 
longest-married  couple:  to  the  sisters  with 
the  largest  families;  to  the  one  whose 
birthday  fell  nearest  February  10th,  and 
to  the  youngest  of  the  "  old  folk."  Sister 
Wright  presented  these  prizes  with  a  few 
words  of  gentle  railery  to  each  winner. 

The  ladies  of  the  Relief  Society  are  to 
be  congratulated  for  the  splendid  way  in 
which  they  rallied  to  make  this  party  the 
happy  event  that  it  undoubtedly  was. 
(Continued  on  Page  48) 
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(Continued  from  Page  40) 

Wherever  there  was  service  to  be  ren- 
dered, in  that  place  we  would  expect  to 
find  Elizabeth  Ann  Whitney.  She  was 
only  forty-one  years  old,  and  yet  she  was 
the  oldest  of  all  the  women  present  on 
that  occasion.  For  twenty  years  she  had 
been  married  to  Newel  K.  Whitney,  a  man 
of  thrift  and  energy,  who  had  accumulated 
considerable  property  and  owned  a  store 
in  Kirtland,  Ohio,  when  the  Prophet  and 
Emma  moved  there  in  the  bleak  February 
of  1831. 

Thirteen  other  women  were  present  on 
that  eventful  day,  making  eighteen  women 
in  all  ,  along  with  Joseph  Smith,  the 
Prophet,  John  Taylor,  and  Willard 
Richards. 

Joseph  Smith  addressed  the  group  with 
this  hope,  "...  that  the  Society  of  the 
sisters  might  provoke  the  brethren  to  good 
works  in  looking  to  the  wants  of  the  poor, 
searching  after  objects  of  charity,  and  in 
administering  to  their  wants,  to  assist  by 
correcting  the  morals  and  strengthening 
the  virtues  of  the  community." 

Elder  John  Taylor  laid  his  hands  upon 
the  head  of  Emma  Smith  and  blessed  her 
that  she  might  be  a  mother  in  Israel,  "  and 
look  to  the  wants  of  the  needy,  and  be  a 


pattern  of  virtue,  and  possess  all  the  quali- 
fications necessary  for  her  to  stand  and 
preside  and  dignify  her  office,  to  teach  the 
females  those  principles  requisite  for  their 
further  usefulness." 

Enthusiasm  spread  from  woman  to 
woman.  Back  of  each  woman  was  the 
strength  and  wisdom  and  spirituality  of 
all.  Then  and  there  decisions  were  made 
regarding  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  those 
present  gave  donations  which  started  the 
funds  of  the  institution. 

The  Prophet  had  further  words  to  say 
and  an  example  to  give :  "  I  now  declarp 
this  society  organised  with  president  and 
counselors,  etc.,  according  to  parliamentary 
usages,  and  all  who  shall  hereafter  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  Society  must  be  free  from 
censure  and  received  by  vote." 

Long  remembered  words!  The  Relief 
Society  was  organised.  The  words  were 
said,  and  perhaps  the  Prophet  was  the  only 
one  who  knew  how  far  the  work  would 
spread,  how  the  words  would  be  like  a  seed 
growing  into  a  tree  with  many  branches. 


This  article  was  condensed  from  a  story 
by  Vesta  P.  Crawford,  which  appeared  in 
the  March  issue  of  the  Relief  Society 
Magazine  in  1940. 


STATISTICS 
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BAPTISMS 

Doris  Edith  Smith,  daughter  of  Cornelius  and 
Johanna  Smith,  was  baptized  February.  18, 
19.51  in  Durban,  Natal  District  by  Elder 
Jack  L.  Parker  and  was  confirmed  the  same 
day  by  Brother  C.  A.  Smith. 

Joyce  Vera  Smith,  daughter  of  Cornelius  and 
Johanna  Smith,  was  baptized  February  18, 
1951  in  Durban,  Natal  District  by  Elder  M. 
M.  Merrill  and  was  confirmed  the  same  day 
by   Elder  Harold  Home, 

Zoradah  Paulina  Hester  Williams,  was  baptized 
February  22,  1951  in  Mowbray,  Cape  District 
by  Elder  Dale  G.  Johnson,  and  was  con- 
firmed the  same  day   bv   President   Evan   P. 

Wright. 

tmelda  Mary  Williams,  was  baptized  February 
22,  1951  in  Mowbray,  Cape  District  by  Elder 
Blaine  L.  Hudson,  and  was  confirmed  the 
same  day  by  President  E.  R.  Yarn. 

Guiditta  Mangiagalli  Smith,  was  baptized 
February  25,   1951  in  Mowbray,  Cape  District 


by  Elder  Gilbert  G.  Tobler,  and  was  con- 
tinned  the  same  day  by  Elder  Donald  V. 
Cook, 

ORDINATIONS 

Lawrence  Allen  Donlv  was  ordained  a  Deacon 
by   Brother  F.   Donly,   his  father. 

Joseph  Marcus  Escojido  was  ordained  a  Priest  bv 
Brother  F.  Donly. 

DEATHS 

Maria  Elizabeth  Catherina  Smith  died  February 
3,   1951  in  Pretoria  General  Hospital. 

.Indues  Godlieh  Bntmmer  died  February  3,  1951 
in  Vereeniging,  Transvaal. 


Release  .  .  . 


Elder   Edgar   Yarn   and   Sister   Margaret   C. 
Yarn    were    honourablv   released   on   February    18, 
1951    and    sailed    for    home    February    23,     1951 
accompanied    bv    their    two    children    Joyce    and 
Richard.      During    their   time    in    the    field    they 
lived  in  the  Cape,  Transvaal  and  Natal  Districts. 
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Transfers  and  Appointments  .  .  . 


Elder  Robert  P.  Thorn  was  transferred  from  the 
Mission  Office  to  open  up  a  new  area  in 
Umtali,   Southern   Rhodesia  on  January  30th. 

Elder  Richard  K.  Winters  was  transferred  from 
Salisbury,  Southern  .Rhodesia  to  open  up 
a  new  area,  in  Umtali,  Southern  Rhodesia 
on  February  5th. 

Elder  Murray  C.  Nichols  was  transferred  from 
the  Transvaal  District  to  Bulawayo,  Southern 
Rhodesia  on  February  8th. 

Elder  Gary  C.  Peck  was  transferred  from  Johan- 
nesburg, Transvaal  District,  to  Salisbury, 
Southern  Rhodesia  on  February  8th. 

Elder  Delos  Ellsworth  was  transferred  from  Diep 
River,  Cape  District,  to  Salisbury,  Southern 
Rhodesia  on  February  8th. 

Elder  Ditnar  G.  Hogan  was  transferred  from 
Bulawayo  ,  Southern  Rhodesia,  to  Jo- 
hannesburg, Transvaal  District  on  February 
15th. 

Elder  Monroe  G.  McKay  was  transferred  from 
Salisbury,  Southern  Rhodesia,  to  the  Trans- 
vaal  District  on  February  21st. 

Elder  Philip  R.  Heilbut  was  transferred  from 
Durban,  Natal  District,  to  Vanderbijl  Park, 
Transvaal    District   on  February    26th. 

Elder  J.  Gary  Whiting  was  transferred  from 
Rosettenville,  Transvaal  District,  to  Salis- 
bury,   Southern   Rhodesia,   where  he  was  ap- 


pointed  Supervising   Elder   on    February   8th. 

Elder  Dean  W .  Martin  was  transferred  from  the 
Mission  Office  to  Bulawayo,  Southern  Rho- 
desia, where  he  was  appointed  Supervising 
Elder  on  February   14th. 

Elder  William  L.  Glenn  was  transferred  from 
Sea  Point,  Cape  District  to  the  Bloem- 
fontein  District,  where  he  was  appointed 
Supervising  Elder  on  February   17th. 

Elder  Gilbert  Tobler  was  transferred  from 
Ramah,  Transvaal  District  to  the  Mission 
Office  to  serve  as  Second  Counselor  in  the 
Mission   Presidency,   on   February    19th. 

Elder  Floyd  L.  Leavitt  was  transferred  from 
Bloemfontein  District  to  Durban,  Natal 
District,  where  he  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  on  February  20th. 

Elder  George  L.  Albright  was  transferred  from 
Salisbury,  Southern  Rhodesia,  to  the  Mission 
Office  on  February  21,  to  serve  as  Mission 
Historian. 

Elder  Donald  V.  Cook  was  transferred  from 
Bulawayo,  Southern  Rhodesia,  to  the  Mis- 
sion Office  on  February  21,  to  serve  as  Mis- 
sion Supervisor  of  Auxiliaries. 

Elder  Arthur  W.  Wiscomb  was  transferred  from 
Vanderbijl  Park,  Transvaal  District,  to  the 
Mission  office  on  February  28,  to  serve  as 
personal   Secretary   to  the  Mission   President. 


Statistics  .  .  . 


BIRTHS   AND    BLESSINGS 

Glynne  Ward  Crawford,  son,  was  born  to  Austin 
and  Lilian  Crawford  on  November  1st,  in 
Durban,  Natal. 

Ian  Christopher  Teede,  son,  was  born  to  Christian 
and  Norma  Teede  on  December  20th,  in 
Durban,   Natal. 

David  John  Nell,  son  of  Stephanus  and  Gwen- 
doline Nell  was  blessed  by  Elder  M.  M<. 
Merrill  on  February  4,  1951,  in  Durban, 
Natal. 

Shirley  Ann  Blair  McHugh,  daughter  of  Reginald 
and  Winifred  McHugh  was  blessed  by  Elder 
H.  David  Nelson  on  February  4,  1951,  in 
Port  Elizabeth,   C.P. 

Peter  James  Blair  McHugh,  son  of  Reginald  and 
Winifred  McHugh  was  blessed  by  Elder  H. 
David  Nelson  on  February  4,  1951,  in  Port 
Elizabeth,  C.P. 

Ada  Cecila  Sanders,  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Elizabetha  Sanders  was  blessed  by  Elder 
Gerald  E.  Hulbert  on  February  4,  1951,  in 
Pretoria,  Transvaal. 

Hester  Gertrude)  Sanders,  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Elizabetha  Sanders  was  blessed  by  President 
Norman  G.  Muir  on  February  4,  1951,  in 
Pretoria,   Transvaal. 

Sorrel  Glenn  Duffy  Jakins,  son  of  Richard  and 
Eileen  Jakins,  was  blessed  by  Izak  C.  Louw 
on  February  4,   1951,   in  Springs,  Transvaal. 

Rachel  Elizabeth  Jubber,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Luitha  Jubber  was  blessed  by  Brother 
Johan  F.  Stemmet  on  February  11,  1951,  in 
Springs,  Transvaal. 


Luitha  Magaretha  Johanna  Jubber,  daughter  of 
Johannes  and  Anna  Jubber,  was  blessed  by 
Brother  Reaford  E.  Futter  on  February  11, 
1951,    in   Springs,    Transvaal. 

Arthur  Michael  Oosthuizen,  son  of  Pieter  and 
Gertrude  Oosthuizen,  was  blessed  by  Brother 
Wm.  H.  Brummer  on  February  18,"  1951.  in 
Northwestern   Branch,    Transvaal. 

Karen  Dale  Henning,  daughter,  was  born  to 
Victor  and  Nicky  Henning  on  February  17, 
1951   in  Durban,   Natal  District. 

BAPTISMS 

Ah>ia'Wadeson  Donly,  son  of  Francis  and  Mabel 
Donly,  was  baptized  January  21,  1951  in 
Johannesburg,  Transvaal  District  by  Bro- 
ther Francis  Donly  and  was  confirmed  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Gilbert  G.  Tobler. 

Raymond  Stephen  Leonard  Nell,  son  of  Stephanus 
and  Gwendoline  Nell,  was  baptized  January 
22,  1951  in  Durban,  Natal  District  by  Elder 
M.  M.  Merrill  and  was  confirmed  January 
28th  by  Elder  Jack  L.   Parker. 

Wendell  Garrick  Jaki>ts,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
Jakins,  was  baptized  January  31,  1951  in 
Durban,  Natal  District  by  Brother  J.  M. 
Jakins,  and  was  confirmed  February  4,  1951 
by  Elder  P.  R.  Heilbut. 

Hubert  Henry  Hodgkiss,  was  baptized  February 
1,  1951  in  Salisbury,  Southern  Rhodesia,  by 
Elder  George  L.  Albright,  and  was  confirmed 
by  Elder  George  L.  Albright  on  the  same 
day 

(Continued  on  Page  43) 
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District  Highlights  . 


CAPE  DISTRICT 

District    President :    Alvin    F.    Park,    "  St. 

George   Villa,"   Forest   Road,   Rondebosch, 

C.P. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President :    Daniel  A.  Cherrett,  14 

Serpentine,  Pinelands,  C.P. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  Smith. 

At  the  Rummage  Sale  recently  over  £8 
was  realised  for  Branch  funds. 

Brother  Fagan  from  Durban,  who  is  now 
working  in  the  Cape,  has  been  appointed 
to  the  Mission  Historical  Committee. 

It  has  been  good  to  welcome  Brother  and 
Sister  Wrench  and  their  family,  who  have 
been  down  here  on  holiday  from  Bloem- 
fontein. 

We  have  enjoyed  the  short  stay  of  the 
Escojido  family,  who  spent  a  few  days 
with  us  before  leaving  for  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  evening  service  on  February  4th 
was  under  the  auspices  of  the  M.I.A.  Sister 
Imelda  Williams  gave  the  scripture  read- 
ing, and  talks  were  given  by  Sister  Yvonne 
Matthews  and  Andie  Fourie. 

The  Branch  opening  social  was  held  on 
the  6th  and  was  well  attended.  Jimmy 
Vigus  was  responsible  for  an  enjoyable 
programme. 

We  were  all  very  pleased  to  meet  Sister 
Jean  Marchand  of  Durban,  who  was  on 
vacation  at  the  Cape. 

Sacrament  service  on  the  18th  was  a 
farewell  to  President  Yarn  and  family.  The 
Chapel  was  crowded  with  those  who  came 
to  hear  the  final  talks  given  by  these  loved 
people.  Speakers  at  this  service  were 
Brother  Escojido,  Richard  and  Joyce  Yarn, 
President  Wright,  Sister  Yarn  and  Presi- 
dent Yarn.  Roma  Escojido  played  a  piano 
solo. 

At  the  official  branch  farewell  on  Tues- 
day the  20th,  a  programme  of  music  and 
song  was  given.  Brother  Dan  Cherrett 
presented  the  Yarn  family  with  a  set  of 
Winton  ware,  on  behalf  of  the  Branch  and 
District. 

At  the  Relief  Society  meeting  on  the 
22nd,  Sister  Wright  paid  tribute  to  Sister 
Yarn's  invaluable  work  with  the  Relief 
Societies  of  the  South  African  Mission. 

On  Friday  afternoon,  a  large  crowd  of 
members  met  at  the  "  Carnarvon  Castle " 


to  say  "  adieu  "  for  the  last  time.  There 
were  many  floral  tributes  and  other  gifts 
waiting  in  the  cabin,  as  silent  witnesses 
of  the  great  affection  that  was  felt  for  the 
passengers.  We  envied  the  Escojido 
family  who  were  to  be  their  companions 
on  this  long  voyage.    God  bless  them  all. 

Sister  Jordaan,  Brother  Smith,  Alan 
Bibb,  Theo  Cherrett  and  Dennis  van  Oordt 
have  been  ill  this  month  and  we  pray  they 
may  soon  be  restored  to  health. 

Sisters  Daphne  Higgs  and  Yvonne  Enslin 
have  returned  from  Durban. 

Brother  P.  van  Rhyn  paid  us  a  flying 
visit  when  he  was  down  from  Bloemfon- 
tein  recently. 

We  wish  to  welcome  Sister  Zoradah  Wil- 
liams and  her  daughter  Imelda  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Church,  and  pray  that  they 
may  become  ever  more  assured  of  their 
joy  in  accepting  the  Gospel. 

PINELANDS 

Pinelands  Relief  Society  opening  social 
was  held  on  February  7th,  with  Sister 
Wright  and  Sister  Yarn  as  guests. 

A  Primary  picnic  was  held  at  Rhodes 
Memorial  on  Friday,  February  21.  and  was 
their  opening  social. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Branch      President :       Nicholas      Goosen, 

"  Zerin,"    Mayville    St.,    Kingston    Estate. 

Bellville,  C.P. 

Reported  by  Dorothea  Storey 

The  Bellville  Branch  held  a  farewell 
social  for  President  and  Sister  Yarn  and 
family.  The  branch  regretted  that  Presi- 
dent Yarn  was  unable  to  attend.  Sister 
Wright  and  President  Wilson  attended  the 
social  as  well  as  the  Elders  from  Cumorah. 
Each  member  of  the  branch  contributed  to 
the  entertainment  with  singing,  dancing 
or  reciting.  The  "  guest "  artists  were  Sister 
Yarn  and  the  Elders.  Elder  Miller  acted 
as  master  of  ceremonies.  The  climax  of 
the  evening  came  when  the  branch  pre- 
sented the  Yarns  with  a  set  of  Kruger  Park 
plates. 

We  were  happy  to  have  the  Wrench 
family  from  Bloemfontein  as  our  guest  at 
Sunday  School  on  the  25th  of  the  month. 
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BLOEMFONTEIN   DISTRICT  AND 
BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  William  L.  Glenn, 

23  Parfitt  Avenue,  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S. 

Reported  by  Inez  Spear 

We  were  happy  to  have  Brother  C.  B. 
Spear  from  Parys  with  us  for  a  few  days. 
It  was  indeed  a  pleasant  surprise  for  all  of 
us  and  we  hope  he  will  be  able  to  slip 
through  to  Bloemfontein  more  often. 

Brother  and  Sister  Wrench  and  their 
family  are  spending  a  month's  holiday  in 
Cape  Town. 

We  regretted  to  say  goodbye  to  Elder 
Leavitt,  as  he  has  been  appreciated  by  all, 
but  we  feel  confident  that  Elder  Glenn 
will  fill  his  position  well  and  have  the  Lord 
to  magnify  him  in  his  responsible  work. 

TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT 

District  President:    Norman  G.  Muir,   119 
Kitchener  Avenue,  Bez.  Valley.  Johannes- 
burg. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch     President:      Francis     Donly,     94 

Somerset  Road,  Kensington,  Johannesburg. 

Reported  by  Mary  Millan  Stark 

Local  Basketball  fans  turned  up  in  full 
force  on  February  3  to  see  the  "  Mormons  " 
play  against  Pretoria  Technical  College  in 
the  City  Hall.  The  Elders  won  the  first 
game  with  a  large  majority,  and  then 
staged  an  exhibition  game  between  two 
teams  of  Missionaries.  As  the  final  score 
was  66 — 62  it  can  be  realised  just  how  fast 
and  furious  the  game  became.  As  well  as 
providing  entertainment  and  endeavouring 
to  popularise  the  game  the  proceeds  will 
go  towards  the  Ramah  Chapel  Building 
Fund.  As  this  game  was  organised  at 
short  notice.  Elder  Tobler  and  his  helpers 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  this  fine  effort. 

Members  were  happy  to  welcome  Presi- 
dent Wright  and  President  Yarn  to  Johan- 
nesburg en  route  to  Lourenco  Marques, 
where  they  proceeded  in  the  company  of 
the  Missionary  Basketball  Team.  President 
Yarn  bade  farewell  to  his  many  friends 
and  expressed  regret  that  it  had  not  been 
possible  for  Sister  Yarn,  Joyce  and  Richard 
to  do  likewise. 

An  informal  gathering  after  Sunday 
Evening  Service  was  convened  to  bid  fare- 
well to  the  Escojido  family  and  present 
them  with  a  token  of  our  esteem  and  love. 
On  the  night  of  February  15  a  large  crowd 
gathered  at  Park  Station  to  wish  Brother 


and  Sister  Escojido,  Roma,  Estherita  and 
Ralph  "  tot  siens."  Prior  to  their  departure 
songs  were  sung,  among  which  was  the 
old  favourite  "God  be  with  you  'til  we 
meet  again." 

As  a  Mutual  project  at  the  Zoo  Lake  this 
month  a  full  moon  was  ordered,  a  cool 
breeze,  coloured  lights  on  the  fountains, 
and  oceans  of  watermelon  to  entertain  the 
members.  Boating  and  singing  added  the 
finale  to  a  grand  evening. 

KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  D.  P.  Banfield,  5  King- 

don  St.,  Krugersdorp,  Tvl. 

Reported  by  Dorothea  Sawyer 

With  our  Relief  Society  meetings  in  full 
swing  again  after  the  holidays,  we  are 
anticipating  a  more  successful  year. 

Most  welcome  visitors  to  our  branch  con- 
ference were  our  District  President  Nor- 
man G.  Muir,  and  Brothers  Hansie  Brum- 
mer  and  R.  Jakins.  The  addresses  given 
by  these  three  visitors  were  enjoyed  by 
all  present. 

Brother  and  Sister  Vice  are  away  on 
their  annual  vacation  and  since  they  have 
gone  to  Durban  we  expect  them  back 
tanned  and  healthy. 

We  regret  the  illness  of  Sisters  Powrie 
and  Patterson,  and  hope  that  the  Sisters 
will  feel  the  benefit  their  rest  has  brought. 
Sister  Patterson  has  been  home,  and  Sister 
Powrie  has  been  in  a  nursing  home. 

NORTH-WESTERN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:    Wm.   H.   Brummer,  37 

Alberts  Road,  Newlands,  Johannesburg. 

Reported  by  E.  S.  Brummer 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on  January 
28  at  Ferndale,  and  twenty-nine  people  at- 
tended. Brother  Deryck  Vice,  First  Coun- 
selor in  the  District  Presidency,  presided. 

Brother  Johnny  Brummer  spent  two 
weeks  at  home  because  of  illness.  Sister 
van  Staden  has  had  her  two  little  daugh- 
ters down  with  the  chickenpox. 

Sister  McNight  of  Pietersburg  has  ar- 
rived here  during  the  week,  and  is  visiting 
with  her  mother-in-law. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Elder   Garth   V.    Hall. 
233  Cross  St..  Muckleneuk,  Pretoria. 
Reported  by  Winifred  M.  Cooksley 
It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  have  to 
report  the  death  of  Sister  Smith.    We  ex- 
tend our  deepest  sympathy  to  the  bereaved 
family  and  pray  God  will  sustain  them. 
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A  big  vacancy  has  been  left  in  the 
branch  by  the  shifting  to  Springs  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Troskie.  We  are  cer- 
tainly going  to  miss  them.  We  all  wish 
them  happiness  and  prosperity  in  their 
new  venture. 

Sister  Saunders  is  still  in  the  hospital 
but  is  improving. 

Sister  Daisy  and  daughter  are  home  after 
a  very  happy  birthday  spent  in  Capetown. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  I.  C.  Louw,  P.O.  Box  1, 
Daggafontein,  Tvl. 

Reported  by  Mavis  Louw 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Brother  and 
Sister  Troskie  from  Pretoria  and  Rachel 
Oelofse  from  Vereeniging.  We  hope  that 
their  stay  will  be  a  long  and  happy  one. 

Brother  and  Sister  Jakins  from  Kaapsche 
Hoop  in  the  Eastern  Transvaal,  who  visited 
here  recently,  are  contemplating  moving  to 
Springs,  too,  and  will  be  welcome. 

Springs  Branch  extends  their  sympathy 
to  Sister  Edie  Muir  in  the  death  of  her 
mother,  Sister  Smith.  May  the  Lord  be 
her  comforter. 

Welcome  to  little  Marie  who  has  joined 
the  Atkins  family.  Neal  had  a  very  busy 
time  showing  her  around  the  first  few  days. 

Our  M.I.A.  and  S.S.  Superintendent, 
Tommy  Jubber,  has  gone  to  Bethal  to  take 
charge  of  the  railway  police  there  for  a 
month.  Things  seem  to  happen  when 
Tommy  is  away,  as  Erold  had  a  fall  the 
same  day  and  broke  his  arm. 

The  cake  sale  for  this  month  was  a  great 
success,  as  a  good  sum  was  added  to  the 
Building  Fund,  thanks  to  the  hard-working 
Sisters  of  the  Relief  Society. 

We  are  on  the  move  again.  As  from  the 
first  of  April  we  will  be  holding  our  meet- 
ings in  the  Masonic  Hall  on  First  Avenue. 
Springs.  We  all  hope  this  will  be  our  last 
meeting  place  before  moving  into  our  new 
Chapel. 

NATAL  DISTRICT  AND  DURBAN 
BRANCH 

Branch  President:    Elder  M.  M.  Merrill. 

562  Ridge  Road.  Durban.  Natal. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

The  Durban  Branch  bid  farewell  to 
Joyce  Yarn  and  John  Meyer  in  a  typically 
South  African   way.   by   holding  a  Braai- 


vleis  in  their  honour.  Joyce  left  for  Cape 
Town  and  John  for  Johannesburg. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  Brother  Tres- 
trail  celebrated  his  70th  birthday  by  invit- 
ing the  Branch  to  a  most  enjoyable  even- 
ing at  his  home. 

The  M.I.A.  heralded  their  new  year  with 
a  grand  social  that  provided  much  fun  and 
laughter  for  young  and  old  alike. 

Elder  Stockton  has  introduced  a  Deacon's 
Preparatory  class  into  the  Branch,  which 
is  very  popular. 

We  have  enjoyed  having  with  us  this 
month  Sister  Daphne  Higgs,  her  little 
daughter,  and  Sister  Yvonne  Enslin  of 
Cape  Town,  Keith  Beswick  of  Johannes- 
burg, and  Brother  and  Sister  D.  Vice  of 
Krugersdorp. 

We  are  very  glad  to  have  Sister  G.  Bosse 
and  Daphne  back  with  us  again,  after  their 
visit  to  Bro.  C.  Bosse  in  Rhodesia.  Two 
more  returned  holiday-makers  are  Sister 
Jean  Marchand  and  Sister  Winsome  Jakins. 

On  the  first  Sunday  of  the  month  the 
M.I.A.  conducted  the  Sacrament  Meeting. 
Bro.  V.  Henning  arranged  a  most  interest- 
ing programme,  and  those  who  took  part 
were :  Winsome  Jakins,  Gwen  Ingram, 
Joyce  Wahlburn,  Melvie  Jakins,  John 
Bennee  and  Victor  Henning. 

Brother  Trestrail  has  been  on  our  sick 
list  this  month,  but  we  hope  that  by  now 
he  is  feeling  much  better. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  report  the 
passing  away  on  the  24th  of  February  of 
one  of  this  Branch's  oldest  and  most  faith- 
ful members.  Sister  Mary  Hancock.  We 
wish  to  convey  our  deepest  sympathy  to 
Brother  Hancock  and  family. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  DISTRICT  AND 
BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Elder  H.  David  Nelson, 
26  Westbourne  Road,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Reported  by  Enid  Griffith 

Another  study  class  was  opened  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Trollip,  which 
is  proving  very  helpful. 

On  the  3rd  of  February  we  were  very 
pleased  to  welcome  Sister  Joyce  Yarn  and 
Sister  Jean  Marchand,  who  were  passing 
through  on  their  way  to  Cape  Town. 

We  were  very  happy  to  have  Sister  D. 
Higgs,  her  daughter,  and  Sister  Yvonne 
Enslin,  visit  our  Sunday  School  on  Feb- 
ruary 4th,  on  their  way  to  Durban. 
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Relief  Society  was  reopened,  with 
Theresa  Trollip  as  President,  Queenell 
Everton  as  First  Counselor,  Olive  Sheckle 
as  Second  Counselor,  and  Verenia  Lawson 
as  Secretary.  May  the  Lord  bless  them  in 
the  work  they  have  to  do. 

Once  again  Primary  has  started  in  this 
branch  with  Gladys  Griffith  as  Primary 
Mother  and  F.  Smith  as  assistant. 

On  the  10th  the  Relief  Society  sponsored 
a  social,  which  was  held  at  Noord  Hoek 
along  the  coast.  The  evening  was  spent 
in  playing  games  and  community  singing. 

Miss  Jean  McGill  visited  us  on  the  11th 
of  February,  on  her  way  home  to-  East 
London.  We  were  pleased  to  learn  from 
her  that  she  is  soon  to  be  baptised  and  our 
prayers  are  for  her. 

Sister  Trollip  was  admitted  to  the  hos- 
pital on  the  15th  of  February,  where  she 
underwent  an  operation.  She  is  making 
satisfactory  progress. 

John  Henry  Everton  has  been  appointed 
First  Counselor  in  the  Branch  Presidency, 
and  R.  G.  McHugh  Second  Counselor. 

At  the  Primary  social  on  the  24th,  £1  12s. 
was  raised  for  the  Primary. 

SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Gary  Whiting,  15 
Avonmore   Flats,   Jameson   Avenue,   Salis- 
bury, Southern  Rhodesia. 

Reported  by  Hugh  H.  Hodgkiss 

We  had  an  opportunity  to  hear  Elder 
Thorn  at  Sunday  School  when  he  ad- 
dressed the  members  with  an  inspiring 
talk. 

Sunday  evening  of  the  4th  saw  our  first 
"  Fireside "  meeting,  held  at  Sister  Sum- 
merville's  flat.  All  present  expressed  their 
enjoyment  of  the  meeting,  and  the  refresh- 
ments laid  on  by  Sister  Maxwell  and  Sister 
Summerville. 

Elder  Whiting  and  Elder  Peck  arrived 
on  the  8th  to  release  Elders  Albright  and 
McKay,  who  have  been  labouring  in  this 


area  since  it  was  first  opened  in  September 
of  last  year.  We  are  sorry  to  have  to  say 
goodbye  to  them,  but  know  they  have  work 
to  do  elsewhere. 

Salisbury  Branch  has  received  permis- 
sion from  President  Wright  to  form  an 
M.I.A.  Brother  Hugh  Hodgkiss  was  set 
apart  as  President,  and  his  counselors  are 
Sister  Mary  Maxwell  and  Brother  Jack 
Gilberson.  Like  the  flower  in  the  early 
morning  sun,  Salisbury  is  gradually  open- 
ing up  its  petals. 


(Continued  from  page  42) 
CHANGES  IN  MISSION  PRESIDENCY 

The  Mission  Presidency  of  the  South 
African  Mission  was  reorganised  on  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1951,  after  President  Edgar  R. 
Yarn  had  been  officially  released  from  his 
duties  as  First  Counselor. 

President  Thomas  Wilson  was  set  apart 
as  First  Counselor  in  the  Mission  Presi- 
dency and  Elder  Gilbert  G.  Tobler  as 
Second  Counselor. 

Elder  Tobler,  who  is  the  new  member 
of  the  Presidency,  has  served  for  the  past 
year  as  Supervising  Elder  of  the  Transvaal 
District.  He  is  now  labouring  in  the  office 
in  his  official  capacity,  and  his  experience 
in  the  field  will  be  valuable  to  him  in  this 
new  office,  as  well  as  to  those  with  whom 
he  works. 

*  *  * 

OUR  DEEPEST  SYMPATHY 

Sister  Charlotte  M.  Hancock  of  Durban, 
passed  away  on  February  24,  after  a 
lengthy  illness.  She  has  been  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Church  since  joining  over 
twenty  years  ago.  Her  life  has  been  an 
active  one,  filled  with  service  to  others. 

Her  death  is  mourned  by  her  children 
and  grandchildren  as  well  as  all  the  Saints 
who  knew  her.  The  members  and  mis- 
sionaries of  the  South  African  Mission  ex- 
tend their  deepest  sympathy  to  the  be- 
reaved family  in  this  their  hour  of  sorrow. 


Doctor  Schuermeyer  spent  two 
days  in  Salt  Lake  City  and  was 
very  impressed  with  the  g/eat 
library  there.  He  said  there  is 
no  genealogical  library  in  all  of 
Europe  to  compare  with  the 
Church  library.     In  most  of  the 


(Continued  from  page  35) 

large  libraries  where  there  are 
thousands  of  microfilm  roles, 
there  is  usually  just  one  reading 
machine.  "  and  this  is  seldom 
used,"  he  said.  "  But  here  in 
your  library  you  have  a  dozen 
machines  and  a  long  waiting  list 


of  persons  ready  to  use  them.  I 
have  never  seen  in  any  of  my 
travels  and  studies  around  the 
world,  anything  that  compares 
with  the  amount  of  use  your 
people  put  to  genealogical  and' 
microfilm    material." 


